MURRAY    OF    PAPUA

ON the 27th February, 1940, Sir Hubert Murray
died at Samarai, Papua, As he had wished, he
died in harness. To the last he worked as he had
worked all through his life. And within an hour of
his death he had not relinquished, or delegated, a
single one of the multifarious duties that, as Gover-
ner, he had taken upon himself.
That a blow is known to be inevitable does not
by any means soften its impact when it falls. And
the news of his sudden death came to the people of
Papua as a shock so severe and a loss so devastating
that not even the latest arrival in the colony was
left unaffected, For not only has Papua lost a great
Governor; not only has Australia lost one of the
most remarkable and the most able men who ever
devoted their lives to her service; but every settler
in Papua has lost a personal and deeply respected
friend* Australia, the Empire, the world, are the
poorer for his going; but they are infinitely richer
for the life that he lived and through the work, as
remarkable in quality as in volume, that he per-
formed,
Peaceful penetration was the watchword of his
Administration, Peaceful in the first smoothly-
flowing impact of widening influence; peaceful in
the operation of governmental control over erst-
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